50 million won and we couldn’t have done it without you! 

This is fantastic news, and thanks to everyone who voted for Sustrans’ Connect2 in the People’s £50 Million Lottery Giveaway, and for your help in winning £50 million of funding from the Big Lottery Fund for Sustrans to invest in walking and cycling UK-wide. This really is an amazing achievement for our charity and the many local authority and other partners with whom we will work on Connect2. We simply couldn’t have done it without you and your votes. 

We start work on delivering Connect2 in January 2008. Our local authority partners are poised ready to go, and will be adding matched funding from their own transport and other budgets to the £50 million from the Big Lottery Fund. This is a five year project, and in total we have already identified nearly £100 million of local authority funding to support Connect2, and we are working hard to bring even more funding to the project so that we can ensure as many people as possible benefit from Connect2. 

We will continue to update you on progress during 2008. In the meantime can I take this opportunity to thank you again for supporting Sustrans’ Connect2. 

John Grimshaw MBE

Founder and Chief Executive Sustrans 

Connect 2

£50 million, four competitors and only one winner. One in Cornwall, one in Sherwood Forest, one in the Black Country and the Connect2 is UK wide.

Connect2 is a UK-wide project that aims to improve local travel in 79 communities by creating new walking and cycling routes for those everyday journeys.

Connect2 have 3 projects on Merseyside, 13 in the North West. So give your vote for local projects.

Many thanks if you have already voted online for Sustrans' Connect2 at www.thepeoples50million.org.uk and for spreading the word to your own contacts.

Everyone can now vote from a landline and mobile.* Voting is restricted to one vote per phone number, so switchboard numbers will only count once. Even if hundreds of people vote from extensions through one switchboard, it will only count as one vote. If you can, please vote from home and by mobile.

Call 0870 24 24 602 now to vote for Sustrans' Connect2 

Please be reassured that this is not a premium rate phone line, and calls from a BT landline will cost no more than 10p. Calls from mobiles and other operators may be higher. 

All voting closes at 12 noon on Monday 10th December, so if you haven't already voted online please do before Monday. The winner of the £50 million will be announced on 12th December.

Thank you so much for your support of Connect2 - we really do need every vote because we are up against strong competition and advertising by some competitors. Please do pass on the phone and online voting details to everyone you know.

Thank you again

The Connect2 Team

P.S. The round-up programme showing all the competitors is tonight on ITV1 at 11.05 (ITV regions may vary).

Lines open at 9am Friday 7th December 2007 and close at midday Monday 10th December 2007. Phone entries made before lines open or after the closing time will not be counted but may still be charged. For terms and conditions visit itv.com/terms

The vision of Sustrans is a world in which people choose to travel in ways that benefit their health and the environment. Every day we are working on practical, innovative ways of dealing with the transport challenges that affect us all. 

